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in the great struggle; and although this tone was
more marked in the leaders and among the corre-
spondents of the European Daily Press than among
those actively present on the scene, yet even in many
of the Europeans there concerned, some of them high
in rank and command, there was a fixed disposition
to consider the Osmanlee troops, army or navy, as
mere cannon's meat, a half-organised, poor-spirited,
imsoklierly rabble, deficient alike in discipline and
courage. How far such an idea was true, or rather
how far it was from all truth, Admiral Slade's faithful
and unprejudiced narrative might alone suffice to show.
And we may safely add, that not only they who, like
the gallant admiral, were themselves art and part of
the Turkish force, but those also who, present under
other colours, had the best opportunities for observing
with eyes undazzled by national self-glorification, and
of hearing with ears undeafened by national self-ap-
plause, came to no dissimilar conclusion from his. And,
perhaps, should a veracious account, not one cooked
up by Greek dragomans and Levantine consular agents, t
of the late Cretan war, ever find its way to Europe,,,
it might prove a fair appendix to Slade's Crimean
War, in spite of Mr. Skinner and the Piraean tele-
graph.

But, meanwhile, leaving the historical field, where
party spirit too often fights the battles o'er again in
ink, with scarce less animosity than they were first
fought in blood, we will have recourse to present
observation ; and in the study of the materials which
compose the existing Turkish army, seek a clue to a
tolerable estimate of the military class itself, officers
and soldiers; after which we may judge what are
the justifiable hopes or fears of Islam in this quarter.

Born and bred on some green hill-side, in a wretched